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Have is the FBIZS trenscript of Xhrushohev's
stetenent to Bob Comsidine about religion whtch
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FBIS

REQUESTED EXCERPT FROM TEXT OF KHRUSHCHEV INTERVIEW WITH U.S.
PRESS CORRESPONDENTS, TRANSMITTED BY TASS IN ENGLISH 0001 11/29

CONSIDINE: MR. KHRUSHCHEV, YOU REFERRED TO GOD, TO SOUL, TO THE
ABSOLUTE SPIRITUAL FREEDOM OF MAN UNDER COMMUNISM, BUT THEN WHY
DOES A MAN WHO BELIEVES IN GOD, IN MAN'S INNER SPERITUAL CONTENT,
HAVE NO PLACE IN THE COMMUNIST PARTY?

KHRUSHCHEV ¢ IF% IN OUR SPEECH, WE USE SUCH EXPRESSIONS
AS FOR INSTANCE, "GOD'S TRUTH, THIS HAPPENS ONLY BY VIRTUE
OF HABIT. TO US, SUCH AN EXPR%SSION IS EQUIVALENT TO THE PHRASE
"UPON MY WORD Of HONORW" WE CONSIDER THAT BELIEF IN GOD CONTRADICTS
OUR COMMUNIST OUTLOOK. WE, HOWEVER, BY NO MEANS PERSECUTE PEOPLE
PROFESSING A REGLIGION, FOR THIS IS A MATTER OF EVERY MAN'S
CONSCIENECE,

IN THE SOVIET UNION, THE CHURCH HAS BEEN SEPARATED FROM THE
STATE. BUT YOU PROBABL% KNOW THAT THERE ARE MANY CHURCHES

IN OUR COUNTRY, AND EVERY ONE OF THEM HAS FULL FREEDOM OF ACTION
IF IT DOES NOT INTERFERE IN THE POLITICAL LIFE OF THE STATE,

IF CLERGYMEN WERE TO START COMBINING THEIR RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

WITH POLITICAL PROPAGANDA AGAINST THE SOVIET SYSTEM, THIS WOULD

BE A VIOLATION OF OUR CONSTITUTION, AND THE SOVIET PEOPLE

WOULD NOT TOLERATE THIS INTERFERNC% OF THE CHURCH IN THE AFFAIRS
OF THEIR STATE,

IN A WORD, WE WILL NOT GO TO FOR THE TOMB OF THE SAVIOUR.
ONE SHOULD NOT FIGHT FOR A TOMB TO STREW THE WORLD WITH OTHER
TOMGS. ONCE, BLODDY WARS WERE FOUGHT FOR THE TOMB OF THE
SAVIOUR,. TH6USANDS UPON THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE PERISHED IN CRUDSADES.
BUT THESE TIMES HAVE LONG SINCE BECOME HISTORY.

HEARSTS I WOULD LIKE TO SAY, NOT AS AN OBJECTION BUT JUST
AS A REMARK, THAT STILL THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A CIVILIZATION
IN HISTORY 6R A GREAT COUNTRY WHICH DID NOT BELIEVE IN SOME
GOD OR OTHER.

KHRUSHCHEVS I MUST SAY, AS A MATTER OF ELUCIDATION, THAT THERE
HAS NEVER BEEN A COUNTRY &HERE ALL PECPLE PROFESSED ONE FAITH,
WHERE ALL OF THEM BELIEVED IN GOD. WE, TOO, STILL HAVE PEOPLE WHO
BELIEVE IN GODs SO LET THEM BELIEVE, %O iIEVE OR NOT TO

BELIEVE IN GOD IS A PERSONAL AFFAIR OF EVERY INDIFIDUAL,

A MATTER OF THE CONSCIENCE., ALL THIS, HOWEVER, DOES NOT PREVENT
THE SOVIET PEOPLE FROM LIVING IN PEA&E AND FRiENDSHIP. AND IT
OFTEN HAPPENS THAT THERE ARE BELIEVERS AND ATEISTS IN ONE

FAMILY.

BUT THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN GOD ARE BECOMING FEWER AND FEWER.
YOUNG PEOPLE ARE GROWING UP, AND THEY, IN THEIR OVERWHELMING
MAJORITY, DO NOT BELIEVE IN GOD. PUBLIC EDUCATION, THE DISSEMINATION
OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE, AND THE STUDY OF THE LAV OF NATURE,
LEAVE NO PLACE FOR BELIEF IN GOD.

HEARSTS I ONLY WANT TO SAY THAT THEREIN, POSSIBLY, LIES ONE
OF THE REASONS WHY WE CANNOT ALWAYS REACH AGREEMENT WITH
EACH OTHER.

THE THING 1S, PERHAPS, THAT WEN WE GIVE OUR WORD CALLING UPON
GOD WE ASSUME A SPIRITUAL PLEDGE, WHILE IN THE CASE OF RUSSIA
AGREEMENTS REMAIN ON PAPER ONLY. I DO NOT KNOW, BUT MAYBE SOM% DAY
WE WILL MANAGE TO OVERCOME ALL THESE DIFFERENCES.

KHRUSHCHEVS IN REPLY TO THIS, I WOULD LIKE TO SAY THE FOLLOWINGS
WE COMMUNISTS, THE SOVIET POLITiCIANS ARE ATHEISTS. BUT WE PLACE j
HIGH VALUE ON OUR PLEDGES, ON OUR WOR% AND WE NEVER BREAK

OUR PLEDGES. WE VALUE THE LIFE OF MAN AND DEVOTE ALL OUR EFFORTS

TO INSURING THAT THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY HAVE A GOOD, HAPPY

LIFE, THAT ALL SOVIET PEOPLE ARE EQUAL IN THEIR RIGHTS AND DUTIES,
THAT THEY H réldd ASHRIEERINDEDTHES GTARIFBIEVISERDEE2FRETAE -OF

THEIR LABORe WE COMMUNISTS ARE FIGHTING ACTIVELY TO PREVENT WAR,

ARE DOING EVERYTHING THAT THERE BE NO NEW WAR.
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OF PEOPLE. HOW CAN THIS BE COMPATIBLE WITH THE CONZEPTION OF BELIEF IN
GOD? NO RELIGION WILL BLESS SUCH AGTIONS.

THIS IS WHERE THE DISCREPANCY LIES. SUCH PEOPLE SEEK TO PRESENT
THE MATTER AS IF IN THEIR ACTIVITIES THEY REALLY PROCEED FROM
GIVING COMMANDS," WHILE, IN FACT, THEY ENGAGE IN ACTIVITIES
CONTRADICTING THE VERY PRINCIPLES’ OF HUMANENESS, AND CONSEQUENTLY
THE WHOLE OF HUMAN SOCIETY.

HOU CAN ONE HOLD SERVICES AND SPRINKLE HOLY WATER ON THE WEAPONS
DESIGNED FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF MAN, GIVE BLESSING TO PEOPLE
WHO GO TO KILL OTHER PEOPLE ONLY BECAUQE THESE PEOPLE SPEAK A
DIFFERENT LANGUAGE OR PROFESS A DIFFERENT FAITH? BUT THIS IS DONE BY
SOME PRIESTS.

CAN YOU CALL IT THE SUPREME SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATION OF HUMANENESS
AND INTEGRITY? NO, IT IS A MASKe GOD IS OFTEN USED AS A CAMOUFLAGE
IN ORDER TO DECEIVE PEOPLE BY PLAYING ON THE FEELINGS OF BELIEVERS.
BUT THIS IS NOTHING BUT PHARISEEISM.

THERE ARE MANY PEOPLE WHO USE THE NAME OF GOD TO COVER THEIR
CRIMINALy ANTISOCIAL DEEDS. AND WE SHALL ALWAYS FIGHT AGAINST SUCH
PEOPLE UNMASK THEIR ACTIVITIES, SHOW THE PEOPLE TRUE WAYS
OF MORAL AND SPIRITUAL EMANCIPA%ION. A VICTORY IN THIS TRUGGLE WILL
BE ON THE SIDE OF OUR SOCIALIST ORDERe AND YOU WILL NEVER SET THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE AGAINST US ON THE GROUND THAT WE ARE ANTEISTS.

AS SOON AS THEY REALIZE THE LOFTINESS OF OUR AIMS, OF OUR ACTIONS,
THEY WILL TURN WITH CONTEMPT FROM THOSE WHO WANT %O SET

THEM AGAINST US AND TO PUSH THEM TO A NEW WAR WHICH WILL COST MANKIND
MUCH BLOOD AND TREMENDOUS LOSSES.

I RECALL A STORY I ONCE READ, ABOUT ROBBERS WHO KILLED AND ROBBED
A MAN, IN THE PLUNDER THEY FOUNﬁ A CHUNK OF FRESH HAMe. AFTER A TIME
THE ROBBERS DECIDED TO TAKE A REEST AND EAT THE HAM. THEY HAD ALREADY
STARTED DISTRIBUTING IT AMONG THEMSELVES WHEN ONE OF THEM ASKEDS WHAT
DAY OF THE WEEK IS IT TODAY? HE WAS TOLD IT WAS WEDNESDAY OR
FRIDAY=-1 CAN'T REMEMBER THE EXACT DAY NAMED IN THE STORY. THEN

HE DEC%EED THAT THEY COULD NOT EAT THE HAM, FOR THE ORTHODOX CHURCH
PROHIBITED MEAT ON WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAYS.

YOU SEE HOW IT IS -~ THE ROBBERS KILLED A MAN, TOOK HIS LIFE
AND EVERYTHING HE HAD, BUT DID NOT EAT THE HAM T AKEN FROM THE
PLUNDER FOR FEAR OF CéﬁMITING A SIN, BECAUSE IT IS PURPORTEDLY
FORBIDDEN BY GOD TO EAT ANIMAL FOCD ON THAT DAY,

IS IT NOT THAT THE DEEDS OF CERTAIN WESTERN STATESMEN REMIND
ONE OF THIS SACRILEGIOUS CONDUCT OF THE PEOPLE DESCRIBED IN
THIS STORY? FOR THEY, SHIELDING THEMSELVES BY THE NAME OF GOD
%UI;E OFTEN DO THING% WHICH BRING DEATH TO THOUSANDS AND MILLiONS OF
EOPLE,

IN THEIR DAY, IN PURSUIT OF GAIN, THE COLONIALISTS NEVER
FAILED TO SEND %0 THE COUNTRIES THE§ ENSLAVED, TOGETHER WITH TROOPS,
THEIR PRIESTS, AND SO TO SPEAK CONQUERED THE ﬁEOPLES WITH THE SWORD
AND THE CROSS. THE COLONIALISTS BROUGHT TO ENSLAVED COUNTRIES THE . N
CROSS AND GOSPEL, THEY FORCED THEIR RELIGION UPON THE PEOPLE. THEY v
LEFT THE GOSPEL *0 THE PEOPLE AND TOOK THE RICHES FOR TEMSELVES.

THE WHOLE WORLD KNOWS ABOUT THIS SACRILEGE, ABOUT THIS
DECEPTION, SO IT IS BETTER THAN YOU DO NOT SP%AK ABOUT HOW RELIGION WAS
IMPLANTED IN THE PEOPLE, DO NOT APPEAL TO GOD FOR HELP IN THE STRUGGLE
AGAINST THE EXPLOITED A&D OPPRESSED PEOPLE. ALL THESE ARE
METHODS ALREADYEXPERIENCED BY, AND KNOWN TO, THE WORKING
PEOPLE, Approved For Release 2003/01/30 : CIA- RDPSOBO1676R004200080007-3
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